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TN the 7 EM a April 725.7 . 

I reterved a very civil Leiter 
| from a Perſon with whom I am 
not acquainted, in which he de- 
Wi res my Anſwer to Two Objetti- 
ons, . which he tells me bad been 
N made hy a learned Adverſary, to 
i Charitable Addreſs. It was 
| | p34 a Month before ] could get © 

| Time, from other Buſineſs of Im. 
| portance, 10 ſet about the Per- 
| formance of this eaſy Taſk. And 
hoping that what I have writ may 
give Satsfattion to others, in 
$ /ome very neceſſary Points, as 

well as 10 the Gentleman who * 
makes, this Requeſt to me, 1 
thought it would not be am; 10 
| publiſh 1 it to the World. 
pen I had almoſi finiſhed this | 
| Paper „ 1 received another fach 1 5 
| „ Letter 3 


ve 


mo —— — 
„ 
— * Pots 


x 3 7 for. an Anſwer 7% my Whole 
4 . tho omitting to take the 


Latter in Print, 1 b 0 4 


at notice of ſome of the moſt ma- 
terial Things contained in ii: But 

f having much Buſineſs to ſettle in 
my Dioceſe, from which T hade 
long been forced jo be abſemt, it | 
will be ſome Time before I Can Se- = 
gin to take this P erformance into 
F- Conſideration... As Joon as E | 
bave Leiſure, I intend rh od wi 
. to 40 LY I 5 
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Dublin, May | 28, 1 7 28. 4 


I H AT. the Anſwer which * 
ball give to the Objections 
N Tod. in your Letter may 

. — be the clearer, give me Lcaye 

to put you in mind of a few things, 
When! publilh. d my Charitable Ad. 

refs tonllwho are of the Communion * 

of the Church. of Rome; it was. 4 We, 

my Deſign therein to confute- | 

ene (hich has alcady b. en alten 3 

5 A535: - done 735 
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done by more able Pens than wine) 
but on F 
and diligent Enquiry into the Truth 
aud Lawfulnefs of the ſeveral Things 
which they profeſs and practiſe; as 3 
have expreſſly ſaid F 36. Page 67. 


| rain to everlaſting Salvation. Which 
thought could not better be done, 
than by giving a full Account of every 
thing which the Church of Rome re- 
Auires to be profeſſed and practiſed by 


Communion by the Holy Sacrament 
of 9 ry . I have accors. 
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y to put them upon a ſerious 


In order to this, after a ſhort Re. 
preſentation of the Sin and Danger 


into which a Man runs by refuſing or 
neglecting to enquire into the Ground 
and Reaſon of his Religion, and the 
ſeveral Parts and Branches of it; I 
thought it moſt proper to lay before 
them the Sum and Subſtance of that 
Religion, by the ſincere Profeſſion and 
Practice of which a Man is duly qua- 
lified, even according to the Romiſh 
Principles, to be a found and faithful 


Member of Chriſt's Church, aud con - 
ſequently, if he therein perſiſts, vo at: 


every one whom the admits into her 


ding 7 


| dingly faithful 
much of the Office of Baptiſm con- 
neceſſary for that purpoſe.) 4 
And ſince not one of thoſe Articles, 
which Pope Pius, upon the Autho- 
rity of the Council of Trent; has ad- 
died to the Chriſtian Faith, is required 
even by the Church of Rome to be be- 
heved or made Profeſſion of in order 
to Baptiſm; I deſirted them well to 
conſider by what Authority the Be- 
lief or Profeſſion of theſe additional 
Articles is or ought to be required 


* 
x. 4 
* 


from any one in order to his erernal 


Salvation, or as neceſſary thereunto; 
as that Pope, in the Concluſion of his 
Profeſſion of Faith, ſets them forth 
to be. To which Difficulty the only 


Anſwer that ever I have heard to be 
given, being that all theſe additional 


Articles are ſufficiently contained in 
that one Article of the Apoſiles Creed 
wherein we profeſs our Belief of the 
Holy Catholic Church (by whoſe Au- 
thority it is pretended that all theſe 
additional Articles are defined and eſta. 
bliſhed) Ithought the moſt likely Way 
8 1 0 
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to dub chews ible this Aan 1h 
be to lay before them the Explication 
of this important Article, I belieue the 
Hoy Catholic Church, as it is moſt | 
plaiuly contained in the Roman Cate- 
chi ſn publiſhed hy Authority: Which 
Explication I have accordingly given 
Sir, Sc and deſire ou in to read b 
and conſider. 1 
The learned Kdveiſacy, ne is you 
mention, allows that I have fairly re- 
reſented the Senſe of the Roman Ca- E 
 Fechiſm in this Point; and yet he obC- 
jiects to the Doctrine which he A 7 
J have taken out of it. But he onght 
to conſider that this Doctrine which 1 
have thus laid down, touching the Ho- 
Catbolicł Church, is indeed the 
Doctrine of the Tomas Catechifm : 
And therefore it is incumbent up 
himſelf either to anſwer his own: Ob- 
I erat ot or elſe to reject that Autho—-) 
rity by which this Catechi ſin is eſta- 
bliſhed. I defire him to 90 OC 
the two he thinks beſt. Kenn 
But it is reaſonable. that, for your 
Satisfaction, I ſhould conſider his Ob-. 


| Feten. Tas chase you * * he 
* 


p _ 


pr (59 

dd vis. That though toe are not 
obliged to helievs in the Chntch av we 
believe in Cod, yet the Creed obHiges 
u, to helit de that there's Hol Ca. 
| tholick Church; and, the Fcripture 
8 commanding us to hear that Church 
= upon Pain of an Anathema, that we 
Joche as implicit a Fatth' to her De. 
eres, as if the Creed bad enjoined: us 
to believe In the Church. SO 


: KST FN E 


Here then 1 deſire you to obſerve 
chat h&expreffly ſays, (as the Nommn 
" cetechii alfo does) that we are nor 
i believe in the Church as we believe 
in God. No the very utmoſt Belief 
E char we haye of can haye 7 God is 
that when once we are aſſured that 
I fuch or ſüch à particular Doctrine is 
= deliver'd by God; although the Doc- 
trine and the Grotifids an 'Reaſons'sf 
ir are beyond out Comptehenſion, yer 
we are bound to believe it to be true, 
for this Reaſon alone, becauſe Gd, 
whoſe Knowledge is infinite, and Ve- 
facity undoubted, has been pleaſed to 
give it out and del ver ir to us; Which 
is uſually calłd an implicit Faith If 
3} then,” 2 he afferts) des oter as im 
13 ä Plicit 
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 plicit a / Faith. 70 the ae of the 
Church as if the. Creed bad enjoined 
us to believe in the-Church; are we 
not hereby in Reality obliged. ro be · 
lieve in the Church in the very ſame 
manner as we belive in God? Which 
is directly contrary to what the No. 
mas Catechiſm expreſſly. maintains, 
and is fully granted in the Objection. 
Or elſe let him tell us plainly whether 
to have an implicit Faith in God, and 
an implicit Faith in the Church. be 
not in the very ſame manner to be- 
lieve in the Church as we believe in 
God; or wherein lies the Difference? 
He ought therefore to make this Ob- 
jection conſiſtent with itſelf, and alſo 
with the plain Doctrine of the Roman 
Catechiſin before he can have * 
Right to inſiſt upon it. 
Bauot it is urged in the Objection, that 
the. Seri ture commands us to bear 
 THA Te Church upon Pain of an Ana- 
thema. That Church What Church, 
I pray, is it which 2% Scriprure thus 
commands us to hear? And in what 
"Caſe does it ſo command us? The 
are referred to is Mar. xviii. V. 15, 


: x6, 17. 


* 


16, 17; The Words are theſe; IT 
Brother ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell him his Fault between 
thee and him alone: If be ſhall hear 
thee, thou haſt gain d thy Brother. 
But if he will not hear thee, then 
| fake with thee one or two more, that 
in the Month of two or three Wit- 
neſſes every Word may be 23 
Aud if be ſhall neglect to bear them, 
dell it unto the Church: But if be 
e negledt to bear the Church, let him 
„be unto thee as an heathen Man and 

ͤ 0 OT CHILE 
= Now here I deſire you to obſerve, 
that our Bleſſed Saviour, whoſe Words 
E theſe are, does not in them make any 
= Mention, or offer the leaſt Suggeſtion 
concerning Doctrines of Faith, or Er- 
tors in Religion; but only ſpeaks of 
ſuch private Injuries, Wrongs, or Of. 
fences, as one Man inay be ſuppoſed 
to do or give to another. IF Bro- 
ther ſhall treſpaſs againſt thee, &c. 
| Theſe are the only Things which, in 
this Place, he directs to be referred to 
the Judgment of the Church, in Caſe 
| that the Perſon who' has done the = 


* 
ne or given the ES 3 of 
upon private Admor en N make 
| eee e. W 
here alld that Eccleſia a (which 
. @rigivally is a Greek Word, and in the 
lace, vow under C nſideration is xen- 
ded che. Church properly ſignifies 
nothing elſe but an Aſerb/y, of what 
| Sort ſdever it may be. Thus, in the 


19 Chapter of che Aer f the A. 
#ofiles, the tumultuous Meeting of 
Fele erke io the Fe, 


V. 29, is, in the vulgar Latin, con- 
formably to the Greek, called Erele- 


fie; Erat enim Ectleſia confuſa : For 


he Aſſembly was confuſed, Y. 32 9 


And dimiſit Eccleſiam: He diſmiſſed 


Ie Afemblys 3.45, Thus alſo, in 


EB 4 UA / as 6 on. 


the ſame Chapter, che ſupreme Court 1 


of Judicature within that City is cal- 
gitima Ecileſia bb. 
Hall be determined 
in a lawful Aſſembly, V. 39. If then 
We litterally and exactly tranſlate this 


led Eccleſia, In 
terit ab/olvic It 


Expreſſion of our. Bleſſed Saviour's, 


F upon; which the Nomiſh Divines ſay 
oðo great a Streſs ; thus the Words are 
1 ma 10 e 2 5 it unto i be A. 


„ 


. . 


5 ne 
Pe Bar if he ue 7 hold the 
Aſembly, uy Bur in other Places of 
the New Teflament the Word Eccleſea 
is in a peculiar Manner uſed to devote. 
ati pp 4 pr" Congregation, or Com- 
pany _ g the Chri- 
Bas "wa to whom; in the Engliſh 
Tongue; we et ue Name of a 
US. * 

Here they 1 dete ati expreſs. nad 
dear Anfiver to a ver plain and fair 
Queſtion. Our Ble ed Saviour ſays, 
ih Brother ſpall treſpaſs againſt 
© 7hee'[and will not hearken to any pri- 
vate and friendly Admonition] fell it 
unto the Church Dic Eccleſie.) But 
= 77 he neglef# to hear the Church [Sz 
autem Eccleſiam non ' audierit] let 


r 


= | 3 | him be: unto * as an Heathen Man, 


* Conpregation, 0 Cane of Men s 
it which is here meant by the Word 
. 8 Eceleſia? It cannot be the Catholic 
W Church: Nor is it pretended that every 
„private Chriſtian ſhould, in ſuch Caſes 
as are here ſpoken of, lay his Com- 
WA. plaint before God's faithful People 
8 N „ _ whole Wi = 
whic 


which is the true Notion of the Garho- 
lieb Church that is given us by the 
Roman. Catechiſm. The Romiſh Di- 
vines then are forced to acknowledge 
that by the Church, in this Place, no 
more is meaut but that particular 
 Partof the Catholic Church of which 
the Perſon complained of is imme- 
diately a Member, or rather he Pa- 
ſfors of ſuch particular Church, to 
whoſe Judgment and Cenſure the Par- 


% 
Parther then I demand, Is any par- 
ticular Church, or, are the Paſtors of 
ſuch a Church iafallible? And is it 
not poſſible that they may ſometimes 
be miſtaken in their Judgment and 
Determination of ſuch Caſes as our 
Saviour here direQs to be brought be- 
fore them? I mean the Caſes of nẽe 
Brother's treſpaſſing againſt another, 
which is the only thing that, in this 
Place, he is ſpeaking of? No Romiſh 
Divine has ever maintained ſuch an 
Infallibility as this: Except, perhaps, 
ſome of the Jeſuits, who have been 
Charged with teaching, that the Pope 
lelpecially if aſſiſted by his Conſiſtory 


and A. a... a 


_ 4 


KS 


ters of Fat. But this extravagant Do- 
ctrine is rejected by all.other' ſober 


Men even of the Church of Rome. 
If then, in this Place now under our 
8 Conſideration, our Saviour does not 
ſo much as intimate any thing con- 


cerning the Catholic Church, or her 


PDecrees in Matters of Faith and Re- 


ligion ; but ſpeaks only of each par- 
ticular Church or Aſſembly of which 
the Perſon to be complained of is 


ſuppoſed to be a Member; and with 
relation to no other Caſe but that of 
= one Brother's Freſpelſng ſor ſinging] 
= againſt another; and i 
= zcutar Church is infallible in ſuch 
= Caſes, or indeed in any other; How 
can any thing from hence be inferred 
= to ! 94h Infallibility of the Cat ho- 
= ever; eſpecially in ſuch Matters as are 
not here at all ſpoken of? Or that we 


no ſuch par- 


Charch,' or of any Church what- 


ode an implicit Faith to the Decrees 
of the Church, as is urged in the Ob- 


| jection.?. He who would prove the 
Church to be infallible, and that we 


£0 


of Cardinals) is infa llible even in Mat- 


* 


160 5 


With an implicit Faith, miſt fi 44 n 
other Arguments for bis Opinion; for 
no ſuch Thing is either ſaid or 'imply'd 
in theſe” eee 85 our Bleſſed Sa- 
; viour. $55 $2.) r ifs 2 3 SEN 
But, it may e you will afk, What 

then is the true Meaning of thoſe 


Words, Tf he neglect to hear the 


Church, let him be unto thee 4s an 

Heathen Man and 4 Publican? It 
were enough for me to anſwer, chat it 
already appears that they neither have 
nor can with any Reaſon be ſuppoſed 
to haye any inch Meaning as the Ob-. 
jection would put upon them. But; 

for your farther Satisfaction, I ſhall 


fully lay open the plain Meaning of i= 
the (hole Paſſage: Whereby it will : 


be as manifeſt as the Light at Noon- 
day, that the Romifh Doctrine of In- 
Fallibility ind implicir Faith can ne- 
ver be ſüpported by it, or any 221 
: cular Words or Expreſſion in it. 


At the time when our Beſſeg a. 


| Vent was upon the Earth, the Jetef, 
Vho then (although in a State of great 
Corruption) were God's only viſible 
Lan were ander the Pawe and 
Domi- 


we the 3 5 THY 8 ine 3 5 N ; 8 TDD 5 55 ö N go SEE, 8 . N ö N . 


3 . 
miniop1of a mern gere 

ih ao Wiel Tünge, net 
1410 a that thei Chriſtian 
| Church, Fuck an ig6ho.plany | 
ed, Would, al of if for many; ea, 
ang ſome of i it — 24 I 
ally ig; che Jame gr 595 1 0 

— — 


Ttiod. It being there 

ALaty that all che Profe "uy: an 
Religion ſhould IE 

Page and e among them — 4 


eſpecially When their Enemies; 
Watch all Opportunities to dixſ 
E rtheraby to deſtroy öh aher aug e 
pProfeſſign of, their ee _— , 
h FX wany other — — lens Ry 

F ME -for-this. ayd other good * 
was pleaſed to et ee SY 
Z tained io the Words 

= bove ra aſcribed--; 4 7 
FHBrot ber, a Profe 

T —_— W bh: h , 


your in niche 1 | 75 1 
Can to reclaim Men if Go.and fed | 
bis - at * HEH 5 * | 


, +8 
F 1. 
TS A Re | 
5 * 


her he las! done amis; b haſt 


1 hy Brother” by bringing him 


moniſn him again; hat in the Month 
—* Mord 


-Aﬀemb 
Jou both 


5 Vice of Go 


rance. But 


"of two or three Witneſſes ever 
"may be effabliſhed* And i, he 
u to heur them; if their Admo- 
nition joined with thine will not work 
him; tell it nnto the Church. 
Make the whole Matter known to the 
regation with whom 
join in the Worſhip: 
d, that they, 
may allo admonifh him. Hut if, 


or Cong 


in a 


if he will not 
1 thee, then take with thee one or 
Two more, and in their Preſence ad. 


' ſhall 


and Ser- 


ular 


in f ch a' Caſe as this, be neglect to 
\bear the Church; if he deſpiſes their 
"Admonitions' and Cenſures, and will 
not thereby be brought to Rep 4 


 *tance; have no more to do with 


_ Hook upon bim ne longer as a Bro- 


ther, but let him be unto thee as an : 
Heathen Man and 42 Publiran. 
This is moſt manifeſtly 
lwpe rt of” theſe Words of our 
. Bieſſed 


* 


the fall * I 
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= ther that ſhruld walk diſorderly, and 


ry ) 


8 Bleſſed: Saviour: And that the Prac- 
E -rice of the Primitive. Church was con- 
is moſt notorious: -. If one Chriſtian 


had a Matter againſi another, he was 


not to go to Law before the Vnjuſt 
or Vnbelievers, but to lay his Calc be- 
= fore the Saints, 1 Cor. vi. 1, Cc. He 
who ned and did not ſnew ſufficient 


Signs: of Repentance, was to be re- 


Luled before all, or in the open Con- 

gregation, 1 Tim. v. 20. Ihey that 
were wnruly were to be warned; 

= 1 Theſ v. 14. And it was look d up- 

on as the Duty of every Chriſtian, to 

8 withdraw himſelf from every Bro- 


not after the Tradition, (that is to 


= fay; the Doctrines and Rules deliver'd 
ir by the Apoſtles, which they them- 
il I felves had receiv'd from Chriſi and 
the Holy Spirit, and) which the ſeve- 

ral Churches received of them, 2 The. 

m. 6. Aud again, (ſays St. Paul) If 
h Man obey not our Ward. by this 
Eypiſle, note that Man, and have o 

Conan) with him, Y. 14. Alſo, 1 


Company, 


wh? 7 
40 
1 
"us 
1 


have «Wret En. / 1 FA 0: 
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20 
ann in ym gs 27 ae 
A Brotben be a Fornicator, or Cove- 
e o an Idolaten, or a Railer, or 
A Drunbards, or an Extortioner, with 
han one ub not to eat; 1 Cor. v. 
1. And immediately after. Do not 
De judge them that are within {your 
own” Church or Congregation 2] — 
Therefore put away from among your 
- ſelves thatwwicked Per. ſou, V 12, 13. 


Church gives us a very plain Inlet in- 
to the true Meaning of thoſe Words of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, If he neglect to 


ar an Heathen Man and a Publican, 
_ - andihews us to what ſort of Caſes they t 

relate. But hat Ground there is from fi 
hence to infer, that we owe an im- i 
2 licit F att to the Decrees: of the 2 W © 
bureh in her Determination of Do- . 
-Arines (for that is it which the Qb- WM « 
de fins den 1 profeſs Latnnobeble 


But jan may . en 8 8t. 
Frege plain and poſitive Direc- 


| bo pang — _ oi 


at 


Thus the Practice of the Primibige Z 


5 Hear be Church, let him 8 thee K 


tion that;@ Man that is an Heretic, | 


21 


mould be: 17 rel and wy out of the 
Church? 155 is not he who denies 
any Docttine taught by the Church 
as Matter of Faith. to be look'd 
on as an Heretic? I anſwer that- if 
any Church, or all the Churches in 
the World; ſhould teach any Doc- 
trine which ever was taught by Go, 
2 Man is not be lobk'd on as an- He. 
rerut for denying ſuch a Doctrine. 
What therefore we demand, and that 
very teaſonably, is, that the Church 
= of Rowe ſhould ſhew that the * 
tries which rhey teach and we 7 
bave been taught by God 2 For until | 
they can do this, they have nb . 
co call us Heyericks for not recei vin 
ſuch Doctrines. Neither does St. Pas 
in the Place quoted, ſo much as ſug; 
geſt that a Man is ro be called an He. 


_" 
S 


be 


of a Doctrine (which ſometimes r 
ariſe only from ſome Weakneſs in 51 
Underſtanding, which is not in his 
Power to help; ) as will appear by his 
own Words, which are theſe, 77t. iii. 
ro, IT. A Man that is an Heretich, 


I 15 SIM. | rect. 


* 


Letict bately for denying the T un 


after the i fe and frond . 


ehe Done is from God be not 


T2 


He; Kb. wing that 55 25520 is 40 
i ſubverted; aud fiuneth, being con 
 demmed of himſelf. Cum ſit proprio 
judicio condemnatus, H being con- 
 demned by His e eee re as the 
Vulgar Latin renders it. 
According to St. Paul then, a Man 
: * not to be accounted as an Heretic; 
becauſe he denies the Truth of a Doc- 
trine; except his Denial thereof be 
_ Faaful; and he himſelf therein con- 
demned by his own Judgment: If ſuf- 


_ ficient Reaſons and Arguments are WP 


propoſed to a. Man to convince him 
that this or that 


that it is not Want of Conviction, but 
ſome wicked Obſtinacy that makes 
him perſiſt in giving Oppoſition to it; 
ſuch a Man may well be look d upon 
8 
which he reject | 
the Chriſtian Faith, he ought to be re. 
Jetted at an Heretic But if the Proof 


15 very plain and clear, and the Objecti- 
ad which he makes to it are ſuch as 
| may "influence a wiſe and E 
| an; 


9 


particular Doctrine is : Yr 
taught by God, and it plainly, appears 


perverſe Man; and if the Doctrine Rb 
$:be a Fundamental of W* 


{ T3 

140 or if Fad] does not require the 
Belief of it as neceſſary to eternal Sal- 

vation, or the Man's Error be not a di- 
rect Denial of the Doctrine itſelf, but 
eule of the Explication which ſome 
Men put upon it; and if in all this he 

bchaves himſelf peaceably and modeſt. 
15 and is a Man of a virtuous and good 
Life; I deſire to know what Autho- 

ity God has given to any Church up- 
on Earth to condemn ſuch a Man, aud 

YT caſt him out as an Heretic? The As» 

Ipoſtles themſelves (tho divinely in- 
8 ipired) did not claim any abſolute 
* 8 Power or Dominion over the Faith of 
Chriſtians; 2 Cor. i. 24 Neither did 
4 they give Commiſſion to the Paſtors 


, Heritage; 1 Pet. v. 3. But what more 
Jabſolute Dominion, or greater Lord. 
3 ip can poſſibly be exerciſed over the 
Faith and Conſciences of Men, than to 
require them Implicitiy to believe what- 
Jever Doctrines ſhall be determined or 
deſined by other Men like chemſelves, 
without any Inquiry. to be made into 
the Truth of them, or the original 


But 


8 of the Church to be Lords over God's 


—— whichiheyarctounded i 


* 


hut is every private Man allow'd to 
judge of the Truth of thoſe Doctrines 
Which the Church has determined, 
andi requires to be believed? What 
Power the Church has to determine 
ally ſuch Doctrines, farther than God 
himſelf in his holy Word has deter- 
mined them, I do not now enquire: 
hut be this as it will, either a private Wc; 
Mau muſt yudge 423th his own ,- 
ment, that a Doctrine is true, (how- 
euer for private Ends he may endea- 


oY 


us he muſt be, or elſe that he cannot be 
woedled au an Hleratick And that our 
f hleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles do ap- 


= what is rigbt? Luke xii. 57. Judge 
a not accurding ro the Appearance, ut 
Aae richteous Fudgment , John vii. 
24. Prove all Things; bold faſt that 
which is good; 1 Theſſ. v. 21. [peat 
4, ta wiſe Men, judge 9e what I fe 
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vour to ſtifle that Judgment) or elſe it 


ce by bis cun Judgment for no: Wii, 
believiog it; which St. Paul has told is 


peal to the particular Judgment of eve. 3 3 
ry Man is beyond Diſpute. Zea and th 
dh even of yourſelves judge ye no: B. 


7 n a5» Ws. not. eee 77 T8 
Aut 725 the . whether. they ane, 
7 God, John iv. 1. Be ready always. 
eie an Anſwer to every Man that: 
1 wich val 4 Reaſon of the Hope that 
i in gou, 1 Pet. iii. 15, Which plainly 
it es. that eyery;Chriſtian ought, to 
barg ſuch. Reaſon far bis Religion, (up- 
oa beck he grounds his Hope) as is fic 
E. 1 Ss apy other. Man who acks him 


iS Lirgnoſſible for 2 Man t to dos 
Joftrine, except he gives his. A ent 
a hs 9 — . 5 ls 18 dae | 


Þ 165 45 755 Fa e Ry _—_ 
4 i Qrinethat 4s contrary to the G0 3 
BY be St Haul gives me to underſtand 
1 Ba e ro believe him, G4 i. 8. 
1 ts howgan I judge whether a Doctrine 
ge be contrary! to the Goſpel or not, if 1 
5 " not make uſe of my own Judgment. 
Y tou fndy our ter che; Gel is, nd 
5 what f. Kbrineß it contain? 
or ff debe n 
333 10 
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ned a Deere. a0 Res the _ 
ok it; may any private Man take upon 
him to fudge of the Truth of fich a 


Doctrine? Yes molt certainly: | 
he does not judge that the Doctrine is 
frue, it is ablolutely im flible*for him 
to believe it, or give His Ant tom; 
as J have juſt now faid. But then thete 
neither is nor can be a ſtronger Reaſon 4 
for a Man to Judge that a'DoQriue is 4% 
true, than when it appears to him that 
God, whoſe Knowledge is infinite, .and 
who cannot lye, (Tit. i. 2.) Has fo de: 
termined it. But whether God has n 
Reality fo determined füch à Doctrine WP 
or not, the Man muſt "make uſe of his 
own Judgment to find out. For it he g 
does not Judge with his own Judgment i 
that thereis CO PORE 


his own Judgment for hot believipg 
Y as I have 8 ſajd:" Neithet 18 ft 
poſſible for him to believe or give his 72 
tent to any 5 What be Ji as ages t 
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| 3; mm 9 5 


1 * 
| n 
wo 7 


i fermined a Doctrine, I am bound to be- 
lere chat Doctrine: But how am I to 
be conyinced, either that God has given 


Man is a awful Pope 2 (elpecially con- 


& ſame time have laid Claim to the Pope- 
WE 40m) or, that ſuch an Aſſembly is a /aw- 
= ful General Council? (eſpecially con- 
W {idering, that ſome General Councils are 
& wholly, and ſome | 


W(cſpecially conſidering, that even the 


D WC bet) CE 9 CY TY Og Og ER 


am I to be convinced of theſe moſt ma- 


Ihe Church; the like Queſtions return. 


ſuch Authority to he Pope and a Ge- 
neral Council? or, that ſuch or ſuch a 


ſidering, that ſometimes there have 
been Perſous more than one who at the 


= and ſome partly rejected); or, 
chat he Pope and General Council have 
made ſuch a particular Determination? 


EE RomDivines themſelves have differ'd 
in the Interpretation of ſome of the De- 
crees of their Councils); How (1 ſay) 


5 erial and important Points; except it 
be by waking uſe of my own Judgment, 
Reaſon, and Underſtanding, as well as I 
can, ro inquire into them ? If I am told, 
chat in theſe Points I am to receive my 
laſtruction from the aT Paſtors of 


How am, to be convinced that, in all 
LE  CUVAa:i * they 


* 


2K 8 


we Mitters' God Jock is me to de 
N by the 1:iſtruftion of thele Jae. 
F Paſtors, rather than by my own 
Underſtanding ? How thall I be aſſure 
who thele lauf Paſtors are? Are they 
the Greeks, Armenians, Neſtorians, 


3h Romani ſis, Fefuits, Jan ſenifts, or Pro. = 
 _ teſtan Clergy ? And laſtly, How thall =- 
I be aſſured, that all the Lat % ee 
(in Cafe I find them out) Will give me to 
the ſame Inſtructions? or if, in ſome MF \ 
very material Things, the French and 
Ttalians, the Je/#7rs and the Janſt hi f, 1 
&. differ one from the other; Nich MW 


of their Inſtruct ions does God r require 8 


that 1 ſhould follow? Nothing is morc a * 

plain, than that every honeſt” Man's 1 

Religion is and muſt of Neceſſity be 

1 grounded upon his own Judgment; Onc n. 
Man makes Choice of that Church ti 
which he judge to be the true one; to 


* and from this Church would learn the Y l 


ttue Religion. Another endeavours to Wl 7 


find our the true Religion, and thereby 1 


do come to the Knowledge of the truc 
Church: And each of them, if they arc 
ſincere, moſt certainly chuſes that | 


* awd Method which in Bir 01 
| | 6-1 2 | 


id Juden ert He hes to | be right. - <4 
1 — Profeſſion of the true Religion 
Wis che only ſure and certain Token of 
the true Church; 1 ſee not how it is 
poſſible for any Man to judge which is 
the true Church, except he firſt Judges 
Which is the true Religion. 
If a Roman Divine were now endea- 
F vouring to convert an Unbeliever, and 
to bring bim into Christ's Church: 
Would it not be moſt reaſonable that 
the Unbeliever ſhould deſire to be in- 
formed what thoſe particular Doctrines 
are which Chriſtianity preſcribes to be 
believed and profeſſed in order to Sal- 
vation; what the true Meaning of each 
ſuch Doctrine is, and how the Truth 
and Neceſſity of believing — profeſ- 
ſing it is to be proved? And if the Di. 
vine ſhould tell him that he ought not 
to enquire into theſe Things; = that 
he ought to believe, and profeſs the 
helief of each Doctrine as the Church 
has determined it, and this With an im- 
Plicit Faith, as the Objection expreſ- 


ies it: Would it not fer be rcaſon- 
| able for the Unbelicver to demand Who 
n n are of oy this Church 

5 is 


is compoſed? What are the particular 

Doctrines which they have determi- 

ned ? How it appears that they have 
1o determined them? What is the true 
and full Import of each of theſe Deter- 
minations? And who gave them Au- 
thority ſo to impoſe their Determina- 
tions upon him? Or would it be even 


poſſible for a rational Heathen, Jew, 
or Deift, ſincerely to embrace the Chri- fe 
ſtian Religion, as it is taught in ti or 
Church of Rome, until theſe ſeveral MR | 


Queſtions ſhould be ſo clearly and di- 


1 ſtinctly anſweredꝭ as might give him full 


Satisfaction in bis on private Judg- 
ment? And what other Rule could ſuch 
a Man have, except his own Reaſon 
and Underſtanding, whereby to judge 
of ſuch Anſwers as, upon this Occaſion, 


ſhould be given him? Or why ſhould xi 
not every Man, who is baptized and th 
bred up in the Chriſtian Church, have 


as ſure and ſolid a Foundation for his 
Faith and Religion (upon which he 
builds his Hope of Salvation). as one 
who was to be converted from Infide- 


yo! Wen 1 1 F 
a5 RE > LET'S 


hut can the illiterate and ignorant Part 


\ 


- 


of Mankivd, n nie been 

much che greater Number) be any way | 
qualified to udge of the myſterious. 

Doctrines of Chriſtianity? Such as are 
that of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Incar- 
nation of Chriſt, Sc. banſwery That as 
far as they are qualiſied to believe ſuch 
Doctrines they muſt of neceſſity be qua- 


, litied to juage Tok them; it beibg mani- 
- beſtiy oil ible for any Man to believe 
or give his Ahent to a Doctrive, except 
he udges it to be true. The moſt learn- 
i. ed Men have but very weak and imper- 
11 I fe& Notions of the Chriſtian Myſteries: 


| We kudt in Part aud we propheſie im 
part. We fee: through a Glaſs darkly 
lin ænigmate, in a Riddle; as the Vul- 
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re gar Latin, and the Margin of our Tranſ- 

u, lation render it from the Seen Im Cat. 

d iii. 9, 12. But as far as God has 

1d thought fit to reveal them, lo far aud 

ic no farther can we be obliged to believe 

is tbem; becauſe what God reveals is 
ne mods panty true, nor have we any 

nc Kuowledge of theſe Things beſide what 
c- comes from his Revelation of them. 

1 All the Revelation which we can find, 


7 thar-God) has made of lach Mat- 


ters, 


ters, is contained in the Holy Serip- 
tures; and that the Holy Scriptures are 
of Divine Authotity, is proved by ſuch 
Arguments as a Man of a mean Capa- 
city is very capable of apprehending. 
Whatever Doctrine thetefore an un- 
learned or leatned Man finds to be con⸗ 
tained in the Holy Scriptures, 'altho' vi 
it may be beyond his Capacity to form i 
a clear Notion of it, yet he has ſufficient pa 
Ground to judge it to be true, becauſe 
Sod has declared it; and thus far, and it 
for this Reaſon, he is obliged to give ter 
his Aſſent to it and believe it. And al- an. 
though, for the fake of Peace, he ought Sa 
to acquieſce in thoſe Expreſſions which C 
are agreeable to the Scriptures, though 
not contained in them, and have for a 7/ 
long time been made uſe of in the Chri- uni 
ſtian Church to denote her Senſe of the 
Myſteries of Religion (remembring the 
ſolemn Charge which St. Paul gives us, 
that dos ſtrius not about Words, 2 Tim. 
fir) yet he is no way bound to ex- 
tend the Meaning of ſuch Expreſſions 
beyond what is mention d in the Scrip- 
tdttures themſelves. For, as ſuch Myſte- 
Ye 55 our 


3» cit Faith to theDecrees of 


1 our Belief of ent e 5 be bunt deen 15 5 
2 other Foundation but the Word of God, 
Wand not üpon the Words of any Mau or 
Men whatever; except we arc ſure that 
ſuch Words, though atter'd by Mat, 
7 were dictated or inlpired by God. 

l chink 1 have aid” enough to kon. 
| vide you, that we do not o impli- 
'Y he Chur; 
1 patticuilarl) y not in Matters of Dri, 
IT (which is what the Objection would 
ioſſauate, and the Romiſh Divines pre. 


tend that we are obliged to) nor is this 
any Part of the Meaning of onr Bleſſed 
BY Saviour, when he directs us to hear the 
XZ Church. Read the whole Paſſage. over 
again, and you may plainly ſec that by 
== he Church, there, is meant not the 
= univerſal or Catholic ſ Church; not the 
Tope and a General Cor: neil; 3 put only 


that particular Church, Congregation, 
or Aſſembly, of which the Men, who 
are ſuppoſed to have ſome Contention 
between them, happen to be Members: 
Nor is any thing there ſpoken, or ſo 
much as intimated, abour' Matter of 
: Doctrine, but only of Diſcipline,” n; 
= which the moſt learned of the Romifh 

4 y Divines 


; „ gs 


Divioes 1 not maintain + the Church' 


os Tnfallibility: In Matters of TROL 
| . Ox Practice, A, Man may be obliged T0 54 x 
- Jubmiteven to an unjuſt Decree, rather 


thay: diſturb the Peace of the Church; 
provided, that nothing ſinful or uolaw- W 
ful is required from him. But in Matters 
of Faith and. Doctrine i ir is impoſſible 


for him to believe or give his Aſſent to Me 
any thing as true, becauſe the Church , 
has ſo determined it; if he has better , 


Reaſons and ſtre onger ASBUMERtS: to 5 A 


convince him that it is falſe. 220 
For the better ſtrengthening of this | I 


fame. Objection, you tell me, ſome 
Words of St. Aagil ine are urged and 


inſiſted upon. But if the Doctrine of 
-amplicit. Faith to the Decrees of the 


Church, cannot be ſupported by the 
Authorit of our Blelfedl s. Saviour, who Wl 
is the Ne of the Church, and 
4 55 Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 1 


(Heb. xii. 2.) nor by that of the Apo- 


ſtles, who declared all the Counſel of 'l 
God, (Acts xx. 27.) Will any . Man 


gt venture his Faith and. Salvation upon 


the Opinion of St. Auguſtine, who lived 
ps ti deu F our Hanareg, Years af- 


1 


3 her Man, Who, though a learned and 
pious Man, was not inſpired by Go 5 
Jn all that he ſaid or writ? But let us 
Pear theſe Words of St. Auguſtine, 
Wy bich arc fo ſtrenuouſſy inſiſted, u pon 
dy ſeveral” of the Romiſſh Writers. 1 
4 ould not (ſays he) believe the Goſpel 
54 f God, if T 2775 not thereunto moved 
*  Fhe Authority of the Catholick, 
F And ally I fay.the very, 
ame thing. I believe % Gospel to be 
7 1 5 Authority, not only becauſe 
908 0785 all the moral Law of God, 
is made known to us by « our own 


Jr to the World; wrought, many, Mi- 
acles for the Confirmation of it; and 
any Prophecies were exactly fulfilled 


of if Poel contains, and what Evidence 
Wave that rheſs' fracles were wrought, 


le Matters is contained in the Holy 


N 4 


eri; or Io chüt of W's . 


1 3 l Reaton, bar chiefly becaufe Fe- 
Wis Chriſt and his Apoſtles, who taught 


n the Pefſon of Fe/irs Chriſi. It it be 
Wcmanded, How Tam aſſured what pat- 
icular Doctriues and Rules of Life ny N 


Ind theſe" Prop ecies! thus fufflled; 1 
1 inlwer,, that a faithful Re lation of. All 


ny Es. 1 
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 Seripyres, es of thy 00 * more 
- fally/in choſe 'of the. vg 115 ment. 
And Wo. am farther aſked, by Aſſu. 
Vance ave that all theſe N tatters ate 
Faithfulhierelated in, Ihe Holy x rip. 
es „ my Anſwer i that the. eres 
urch, unt deb were, committed 
"the Oracles of God, (Rom, if. 2.; * moſt 
_ carefully. teletved the Se iptures of 1 
the. Old Te eflament - That theſe be r. YZ 


Word of. Gag, b s Chri/t.aod his 
 Apoltles: \ That > Ori pd his . 
Ne Te/ ament, Were written p. 

_ of thoſe very, Periong whom ( | bf 
t preath the: Goſpel, (Mark avi. 1 ;.\ 
and o gen the lame. by. ai 1 
; * 17.) That the Holy Scriptures both Ml 
of the. 014 and New. Teſtament were Wi 
3 aithfully, tranſlated into. all, or almoſt WW 
All Fase and Mölkſfudes of Co. 
135 $ thercof di ſpeed through every | 
Patt of the Chriltian Church, and are ro 
this Day. carefully preſeryed in every 
Where C briſtianity is, profeſs 0 That 


-npon the Authority of? 
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. as 


or kolick Church of all Apes and Places, | 
broughout the World, that I believe 
hem to be now the ſame as they were 
in the Days of the Apoſtles; and thar 
hey contain a faithful Account of the 
opel of Chriſt, and of the Prophecies | 
End Miracles by which the Truth of it 
is abundantly confirmed and eſtabliſhed. 
In a word; the univerſal Teſtimony, 
not of the Church of Rome alone, but, 
df all the Chriſtians that ever were or 
are upon the Face of the Earth, is a 

ſufficient "Authority for my ba 
She Hiſtorical Part of the Holy Scrip- 
tures to be true; and whoſoever is 
Nah, convinced of the Truth of the 
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f lily acknowledge that all the Doctrine, 
rhich is confirmed by the Facts therein 
Recorded, is moſt certainly from God. 

Thus then we ny plainly fee white 
Ws the true and rational Meaning of theſe 
Felebrated Words of St. Auguſtine, and 
„a whar Senſe. it is to be underſtood, 

bat bis Belief of the Goſpel was (as I 
- - hiak every Man's muſt be) grounded 
oon the Authority, or authentick Te- 
_ of the Catholick Church. But 
8 „ * 


Peripture. Hiſtory, muſt, I think, rea- 


* 


ik aol Man. ſhould lth me, ub dhe Ob. 
jector ſeems to think) that it was St. 
Auguſtine's Opinion that ve. an 

implicit Faith to the Decrees of the 
Church; and that God allows us no Li. 

berty to examine the Truth of ſuch De- 
crees, by the Rules of Reaſon and 


Holy Scripture, before we receive them; Wyo 
my Anſwer would be, that nothing like 1 

it has ever yet appear'd/ to me in the OIL 
Works of that Father, or any other 6 


that lived before, or in a very long 
Time after him; and that if he had ſaid Wi- 

ſo in the moſt plain and poſitive Terms, 

his Authority, without that of God, 


would not be ſufficient to make me if 
venture my eternal Salvation upon ſuch WFP 


an Opinion: 


The Objection concludes with theſe » ol 


Words, That at ebe Church by her ſole ¶ mi 


Authority, could make: ſo notable a 
Change as the Sabbath, allow'd of by 
All Chriſtendom.; though expreſsly con- 
tradictomy to the Commandments which 
the Scripture enjouins, and which our 
Saviour con fim d by hit Direction 11 
the young Man in prin Goſpel to keep. | 
e Commandments (See Matth. xix. 
il | il Ss 1 37 


— 


e wer} of Infice- 
lity to dbubt of the ſame Authority in 


ly called it Hereſy, I am ſo well as 
7 quainted with the Language of the No. 
iS — Divines, as not much to have re- 
garded it; and I have alteady given 
you the true Notion of an Heretic, 
=S from: the Words of St. Paul. But to 
bring che Charge of In fidelity, and ie 
# un of Infidelity, againſt a Man (fe | 
IM does not ſay for denying, but on 7075 "2 
BM doubting of the Authority of the C ol .Y 
is ſuch -Uncharitablenels as the Objec- 3 

tor cannot juſtify even upon his own 
WE Principles... For if a Man believes and 
proſeſſes all that the Church (and even 
E the Church of Rome) requires to be be- 
= lieved-and-profeſſed in order to his Ad- 
miſſion into her Communion by the 
Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm (as by what 
l bave quoted out of the Roman Ritual, 
ia my Addreſs, & 4, 5, 6. it is manifeſt 
every ſincere Proteſtant does) will any 
good Chriſtian look upon him as an IA. 
ide; becauſe: he doubts. of (or even 
© denies) the Authority whichthe Church 
. *y A. — a falſe Pretence of be- 
; 5 „ ing 


. Matters of tefs: Oy If he had on- 


ES. > 


ing the UDniverſal or Catholick Church) 


lays Claim to, of determining the Mean- 


. 
8 1 
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ing and Truth of DoQtrines, and impo- 
ſing them upon all Chriſtians to be re- 


cCeived and be believed, under the Pe. 


gnalty of eternal Damnation? 
hut ſinee he lays ſo very great a Streſs WM 
upon this laſt Part of his Objection, 1 
ſuppoſe that both you and be will ex- 
pect that I ſhould give a very cleat and 
_ diftint Anſwer to it: Which I think 
may very eaſily be done, upon the 
common Principles in which all Chri- 
itians, that I know of, do agree. 
Ol the Commandment, which God 
gave to the People of 1/ae/ for the A 


„ 


| Obſervation of the Subbarb-day, ſome 


Part is Moral; that is to ſay, good in 
| it ſelf, and neceſſarily grounded upon 


the Nature and Reaſon of Things; and i 


conſequently of perpetual and unalte- 


rable Obligation. Thus it is, and al- 
ways muſt be the Duty of every Man, 


Who is a rational Creature, to ſet apart 
ſome proper Proportion of the Time 
which God has given him; not: only 


c 


3 3 
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| His fupreme Lord and C reator, but allo 


to 


tb bonour and Worſhip him publichy, 
in Conjzunction with others, whom he 
finds diſpoſed after this Manner to adore 
and ſerve him. Nor is any Change or 
Alteration made or pretended to be 
W made in this [moral] Part of the Com- 
W mandivent, by the Chriſtian Church or 
Religion. And that ſome Part of this 
ſame Commandment is [yot moral] but 
only of po/itzve Inſtitution, that is to 
gay, good; not by any neceſſary, un- 
> | r or natural Goodnels, but onl7 
becauſe God has been pleaſed fo to en- 
act and order, is fully granted by all 
Chriſtians; and not, that 1 can find, 
denied even by the Jews themſelyes. 
= Now although ir be altogether in- 
= conſiſtent with the Ho/:ne/5 of God, 
that he ſhould vacate or repeal any of 
his moral Laws or Commandments; 
Vet that he may, without the Violation 
of any of his Attributes, annul or can- 
cel any Law or Commandment, even 
Jof his own, which is only of poſrive 
iflitution is univerſally allowed and 
maintained by all Chriſtiaus, and is in 
L esd, Conrradidtion reaſon; | 
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| ASdong as any Law of God, which | 
| Commands or requires, 4,thing.of po/- 
dive Inſiitution;. as long (L lay) as any 
ſuch Lñaw of God remains in Force; ſo 
long the thing, by it commanded or re- 
quired, is to be look d upon as a Duty, 
and accordingly to be perform d: Nor 
can any, Law of God be repealed by 
any n but his own. But when 
once ſuch a Law is repealed or made 
void by God's own Authority; then We 
| and from thenceforth the thing, which Wl 
F formerly was commanded by it, 
ceaſes to be a Duty, and. is left at Li. 
berty to be done or not done; except v 
hen God is plealed tg go farther, and o 
cven to forbid. a 2 Inſtitution i 
| +, Whether it be a thing ra or on- per 
| ly of poſitive luſtitution, that.one Day Ver 
i ſeuen (rather than. eight or nine, 
ſhould be ſet apart ſor the Service of 
God, I have no Occaſion to enquire : Ml 
For this particular Part of, the Cora We 
mandment which enjoined the Obſer. of! 
vation of the, Sabbath day, has recciv'd . 


: * % 
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But whether this ove Day ſhould | 


eg 


Fe L4 or + ge (oof Aber N ag of frhe 
even, was a thing perfectly arbitrary, 
Wand, in the Power of God to determine 
Jas he ſhould pleaſe ; and therefore the 

Wcnjoyning of the ſeventh, rather than 
any other of that Number of Days, to 
be 22 7 as the Sabbath, was moſt evi- 
dently a thing only of 2 rive Tafiru: 


T - The Reaſon why the Ten Commend. 
ments are obligatory. to Chriſtians, 1s 
not becauſe they were given to the 
people of Iſael (for God gave many 
aws to that People, which were ne- 
ver intended to lay an Obligation upon 
other Nations) but partly becauſe every 
one of theſe Commandments, except 
ſome Part of one of them, is moral, and 
perpetually and unalterahly, binding e- 
Noen by the Law of natural Reaſon; 
and, again more fully, becauſe they are 
all ratified and confirmed by 74 
Cbriſ our Law. giver (as the Gbjection 
ers forth). and thereby made the, La 5 
: of his Church. 4.85 
1 Our Bleſſed Saviour s Racificarion and { 
9 Confirmation, of the Ten Command: 
. ments 4 did not deprive God of. the Au- 
== thority : 


Poſitive Inſtitution therein contained, 


tion of a poſitive Inſtitution, yet, being 


r 


| thority' of repealing or altering any Part 
of theſe Commandments, or any one of 
them, with reſpect to any thing of mere 


For this is an Authority which always 
did, and ever will ſubſiſt in God, of 
which nothing, no not any Act even of 
his own, can ever be ſuppoſed to di- 
veſt VV 
The moral Part of that Command- 
ment then which enjoins the Obſerva- 
tion of the Jewiſh Sabbath is never to 
be repealed or altered by any Autho- 
rity whatever: And as that Part of it, 
which contains no more but the Jnjunc- 
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ratified and confirmed by Chr it, could 

not be repealed or altered by any Au- 
thority but that of God himſelf; fo if 
it can be made appear, that God has 

either altered or repealed it, or any thing 
contained in it; the Obligation of what 
is fo altered or repealed muſt of neceſ- 
ſity be alſo ſo far altered or repealed as 
to become ſuitable to what God has by 
his own Anthority thus done: I mean 
always only with relation to the poſitive 
That 


X 0 
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= Thatall the pie Inſtitutions con- 
Wained'in the Jewiſh Law, and, among 
hem, the Seventh-day Sabbath, as far 
Was it is a Poſirzve Inſtitution, were by 
he Go/pel utterly aboliſh'd and laid a- 
ae, and no Part of that Law to be re- 
Fained but what is purely moral: That 
he Gentile. Chriſtians were under no 
WObligation to obſerve the poſitive Part 
pf ths fame Law; and that, under the 
$Go/pel, no Difference is to be made be- 
ween a 7e and a Gentile; the Wall 
„Partition that formerly was between 
bem being broken down, Eph. ii. 14. 
That this Handwriting of Ordinances 
Was the Apoſtle calls it) zs blotted ont, 
alen out of the Way, and nailed to the 
Froſ of Chriſt (Col. ii. 14) And that 
ell theſe old poſirzve Inſtitutions, ſuch 
Meat, Drink, Holy-days, New- 
Moons, and Sabbath-days, were only 
= Shadow of Things to come, and all of 
hem to vaniſh when Chriſt, who is the 
och, or Subſtance, ſhould appear, (V. 
6, 17.) to bring Life and Immortality 
Wo Light through the Goſpel, (2 Tim. i. 
Wo.) And that being made free from this 
oke, wwe ſhould not turn again to fuch = 
_" as aw 
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both from the whole Tenor of t 
Teſtament , and many particular Paſſ:- 
ges in it; and ſo univerſally believed in ii 
the Chriſtian Church of all Ages and 

Places, that no Man ſurely, who calls . 
Hhimſelf a Chriſtian willoffer in the leaſt YM: 
to conteſt it. 8 Et 


0 ere. Appointment was a thank ful 
'Y ene of the Reſurrection ot! 


: ak and Am E end or 4e, 
again to be in Bondage to them, (Gal. 
iv. 9.) All this (I ſay) is ſo 654% 57h 


New 


And thetefore mis Alt aha is m 3 


ral, relating to the Sabbath, is fully WM. 
_ retained, and nothing more done in that 6: 


Matter, but only the appointing of 2% 


Airſt Day in every ſeven, to be ſet apart 

for the Service of God, and holding 
publick Aſſemblies for his Worſhip: 1 2 
is moſt manifeſt, that whoever made 
this Appointment, did not make a Chang. 
in any Law or Commandment of Gol 
which then ſubſiſted or was in Force, 
(as the Objection would ſuggeſt was 
_ done) but only made a new: Law and a 
new poſi true. Tnftitution where none Y: 

was left in Being. 5 


That the Ground and Reaſon of this t 


Wor Bleſſed Lord (which was upon th 
; 7 Day of the Week) is a0 pe by 


„i: And the univerſal Practice of the 
1 * Church, from the very Be- 


Winning, in the eoiiftanc Obſe; raren of 
Nis Day, gives very juſt Cauſe to con- 


dude, that what the Apoſtles herein 
sid, was by the Command of Chri/t 


being called /e Lord's Day (Rev. 
,) was becauſe it was a Day of our 


ce hence be inferred is no more than this, 
vas Thar the Obſervation of the Lord's 
d af 


; Bichough Fown that ſome learned Men 


(and 


Y Iimſelf, and conſequently by God's own 
H:thority; and that the Reaſon of 


ord's own Appointment. But let us 
3 Pr once ſuppoſe, with the Objection, _ 
hat this Eſtabliſhment of fhe Lord's 
5. was made by the ſole Authority 
ir q "the Church, and without any ſpecial _ 
Eommand or Direction from God or 


E ee (which indeed is a very hard 
Born yet all that can from 


©. is only a Matter of Eccleſiaſtical 
-//cipline; and conſequently alrerable 
Wy 4 Church's Authority, (which I 
le to be a moſt dangerous Opinion, 


1 ae eee it). But that 2% Church 


* a, wa, cy 7 5 


EP a leſs the Church of a, or 

Council of Trent) is infallible in Mat. 
ters of Doctrine; or that, in ſuch Caſes, 
de owe implicit Faith to her Decrees, 
(which is: what the Objection contends 
for) can never, by any Rules of Rea- 
. fonings be concluded from it 
ln Return to my learned Adverſary 
0 fr this Objection of his, I defire you 
to propoſe the following ſhort and plain = 
Dilemma to him, to which I ſhould be 
glad to have as fair and clear an An- 
ſwer as I think I have given to the Dit- Bl 
ficulty by him propoſed. 4 


0. Fiche: God has and the Pope 3 
ec to be an infallible Guide to the Chri- 1 

« ſtian Church, or he has not. If he 

& has ſo appointed him to be an infal- 
s lible Guide; why does he (I mean Wi 
ce the Pope) ſuffer Multitudes to con- 
4 tinue in his Communion (in France 
aud elſewhere) who expreſſly deny 
his Infallibility, except it be in Con- lf 
« junction with a General Council! 
« But if God has not ſo appointed him 
8 & for an infallible Guide; why does 
1 he ſuffer ſo many Dallas and o- 
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5 FE nn *.. in his Infallibilit 13 
ters who waintain his Infallibility, 


in bet 4 General Council), 
do live in his Church's Commubion, 
notwitbſtandiog this falſe Doctrine 
W- which, io ſuch an important and 

fundamental Point, is taught and, 


W oaintained by them? Or is it not, 
altogether as criminal and Heretical 


tel up a pretended infallible Guide, 
== whom God bas not appointed, as to 
= reject? one whom he has appointed? 
5 | id bj +$ 21 £0432 +. LAN IZLE > 1 4A 


l have thus long dwelt upon this Ob- 
ecdion concerning the Authority f the 
barcb, becauſe I take it to be a very 
Wnaterial'Part of the fundamental Con- 
over between us and the Roman iſis. 
et ir once be proved, that Cod has 
ien Authority to the Catholic“ 
burch, not only to make Rules for 
D7/cipline, but allo to decree the Truth 
f Dockrines; and that he requires all 
Nen, or all Cbriſtiant, with an impli- 


. 8 
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Without any farther Inquiry ioto the 


Pit Faith, to receive ſuch Degrees, 


ther 22 800 Nees 010 Chritians who 


ience.to, and Communion 


"Thy The Pope or Biſhop of Rome; 5 
à Iawful General Council is ſuch a ſuf. 
TS Repreſentative of pul Churc 2 


8 to have all the Authorit Je 
has given to the Cat ho 6275 1 
That every. one of thoſe. Cadel by 7 | 
Which the Romiſh DotZrines have been bl 


decreed, were lawful & eneral Councils, 3 
and wanted nothin neceſſary t to make 


them And, lat 2 what 1 is the true 


5 


5 Farther b Diſputes bg any. of theſe | J | 


Docirines, or any other Which hall 
hereafter in the ſame Manner be de. 


.creed. But if the Proof of any one, of 
theſe Particulars, (and much mah if the 


Proof of all of then m) be altoge 1 Lad 5 


ſufflcient; I deli to know 
Miau can 1 his ceerdal Sal. 


. N t e what the 


1 


ee 


— 
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Noniſt Divines | 
: A. hole Church, "by receiving, ever) 
Poe, as an Article 0 . aith, 

Sw hich that Church has decree: fo to 25 


L becauſe the has ſo decreld“ 
The other Objedtion, Which, you 
3 tell me, my Rrged 5 1a thakbe, 
A 7755 only to the worſhip 1 g of the 
2 Which (though a moſt groſs Cor- 


#. 


ref, N. 23, 245 25, 26, 27. ah. 
= The Worſhip due to the true Gol, 
Wconfiſts in the higheſt Veneration and 


3 


11 # onour. which a rational Creature can 
. Ppolſibly pay to the Supreme Lord 2nd 
WCrearor of the whole Univerſe: To 
1 raife him for his infinite Perfection 
End "Goodneſs; To return Thanks to 


1 for all the Bleſſings, both Tempo- 


are ? pleaſed to call te | 


1 0 chat for no other Reaſon bur only I 


5 ira Ps is only a ſingle Branch of a 
Wnore comprehenſive Controverſy: which ; 
Nee have with the Church of Rome. And = 
berefore 1 here defire you again ro fed 
3 aud well conſider all that I have ſaid 
Wouching t. thar whole Matter, 3 ia my Ad. 


f Spit firual, that we have received. 
; from him; To offer up our Prayers to 
* Him for all that we want; * put our 
: Ez. whole 


W whole Truſt and Confidence in him 
|. and in the moſt. profound Manner to 
humble ourſelyes before him: All this 
Cay) and every other Thing that may 
be proper to expreſs the greateſt Love 
{ and Thankfulnels to him, the greateſt . 
| Fear of offending him, the greateſt Truſt MAC 
in, and Dependence upon him, with W 
every other Duty which we owe him, is 
all comprehended under the Worſbip i 
due to the true Gd. 
No the Council of Trent. having Wi 
expreſſly decreed, That he Morſhio 
which is due to the true Cod is to be 
Liven to the Holy Satrament of the 
Enchariſt, (Sell. 13. Cap. 5.) Before a 
Man can with a clear Conſcience, give 
all this Yorſhip as they have thus de- 
Creed it to be given; or before he can 
thus worſhip % Hoff, (as they uſually Bi 
Call what they hold to be contained un- 
der the Species of Bregd in this Holy 
© — — Sacrament). be certainly, ought to beg. 
Well and throughly convinced, not on- 
ly that i this Holy Sacrament, ther. 
is truly, really and fubſtantiatly the In 
Body and Bluod. together with the Sou is 
and Divinity of our Lord Jeſus C 15 5 


1 


281 
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| ot 


Was. or Church of 8. e ti y 
Wo chat God requires” that Chri 
Whould be hr and inthis manner wor = 
Whipped, not only as he reigns in Hes. 
en, into which he is received until 
be Times of Reſtitution of ali Things, 
WAQsiii.21.) bur alſo as he is thus [fup- 
Poſed to be] preſent. in this Holy Sa- 
is Mrament under the Appearance of Bread 
nd Wine. The learned Objector there- 

ere ought fully, and beyond Contra- 
17 iction, to have proved both theſe Points 
Jo you, before he could have any Rea- 
n to expect that you. ſhould ſo much 
hearken to what he had to urge our 
af St. Ambroſè or St. Auguſtine, in fa- 

our of the Worſhip of the Hoſt. For if 

bis /or ſhip cannot be ſupported by 
be Authority of God, no other Autho- 
icy upon Earth can de ſufficient M 
And here I deſire you again to read and 
l Poser what upon this Occaſion 1 
Wave briefly ſaid in my Addre ſr, G 10. 
: put let us conſider what Wndes from 

t. Ambroſe and St. Auguſſine. 
In the 99th Plalm, (or the 48H. as 
is numbred in the Vulgar Latin). 
* We have — W Exalt ye 
$3: - 8 


f 


the Lord our God, and worſhip at his 
Hot ſloal. In the Latin Tranflation it 

is rendred Adhrate f abellum pedun 
eius; that is to ſay, Adore his Foot. 
Hao; upon which laſt Words, you tel! 
me, St. Ambraſè thus comments. Per 
fabellum, Terra intelligitur, per Ter. 
vam autem Caro Chriſti, quam hodie if 
Juoq ue in myſteriis adoramus, & quam 
Apoſloli iu Domino Jeſu, ut ſupra dixi- 
mus, adorarunt. To Engliſh thus. y 
FOOTSTOOL theEarth is meant, 
and by the EARTH' the” Fleſh ef 
Dok E un tbe Myſteries, and 
which the Apoſites 'ADORED in 
| our Lord Jelus, as we have above ſaid. 
Thus St. Ambroſeexpounds theſe Words 
of the P/alm; and St. Auguſbine gives 
the very ſame Expoſition! of them, in 
which he alſo makes uſe of theſe Words, 
Nemo autem illam carnemmanducat niſi 
Prius adoraverit That is, Now no Man i 
= eats that Fleſb (meaning the Fleſh of : 
Chriſt) except b ft ADORES il 


& -Whethertheſe pious Fathers do right- 
ly interpret this Paſſage of he Ffalm, 
JJ ĩ r feave 
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W leave you and every Man to judge. 
Wor, from the Connexion of their Words, — 
is moſt plain that they plead for no 
ther Adoration to be given to the Ho- 
Wy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, but the 
Wecry ſame which the P/a/mz/?, in thoſe. 
Words of his, exhorts Men to give 
Nato God's Foot ſtool. If therefore you 
Nie perſuaded that it was their Opinion 
at the Foorſtool of God, (whatever 
e P/almi/t means by that Expreſſion) 
as to be adored or worſhipped with 
ene Worſhip that is due to the 
Wwe God; you may from thence infer, 
hat it was alſo their Opinion, that Zhe* 
worſhip due to the true God is td be 
en to the Holy Sacrament, (or to 
e Hoſt, as the Church of Rome now 
Waintains). But if their Meaning was 
o more than this, that N thing that 
lated to God, and even his Foozfloot 
elf, ought by us his Creatures to be 
Eſpected with a Holy Reverence, 
which was the very utmoſt they could 
Pppoſe the P/almiſt to intend by the. 
Ford Azore) their, Opinion, in their 
omment upon the Words which they, © 
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Blood of Chrift; or of the Benches oi 


8 votion. 2 


= Quotation out of St. Auguſtine, men- 
= tioned in 20 eee Letter, where 4 


1 oblige us, When the Queſtion is touch. 


f 


| chi nt [ at the 110 Face ce Nich Wo tl 
is God's own Ordinance, whereby we 
ate made Partakers of the Body and 


that Sacrifice which Chri/t was plealed i 
to make of himſelf for us, by giving 
his Body to be crucified, and his Blood 
to be ſhed; That this Holy Sacrament 
(Lay) ought by every Chriſtian; ro be 
lock d upon as a Divine and Sacred r 
8 Inſtitution, and accordingly to be re. 
ceiyed with the Exraralk Piety and De- 


By this you. may eaſily ſee what is 
. ** utmoſt which you are to underſtand 
by the Word Adore, if you happen to 
meet it, in any other Part of the Wri- 

tings of St. Ambro/e or St. Auguſtine, 
5 Ae to the Bleſſed Sacrament. For 
Which Reaſon I need not trouble you 
with any farther Aplwer to that other 


= ner 1 75 ule +4 Gr ; 
. Cettainly no 8 yk Shy of | I 
God, Himſelf, ought; 0. direcb, or c can Wi 
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gs the 0472 not only of Religious, 
Dien Worſhip. Bar ſuppoſing 
Dit the Authority of the Fathers, or 
ry Writers of the Chriſtian Church, 
ere ſufficient for this Purpoſe; yet 
rely, in a Matter of ſuch great Impor- 
ece, their Words ought to be very 
I lain and ex plic it, ſo as to leave no 
lanner of Doubt about their Meaning; 
elſe (at this Diſtauce of Time efpe- * 
ally) they cannot give any Sort of 
atisfaction to the Conſcience of him 
Hat relies upon them. If therefore our 
Farned Adperſaty ſhall preſs you with 
Wy more, Quotations. of the like Na- 
Mie with theſe Which you bave men- 
Poned in your Letters; firſt deſire him 
prove bis Point clearly by the Holy 
r Maeriptures, which are the only Aut heu- 
Record that God has been pleaſed 
leave us of his Will, over and aboyve 
hat which every Man carries about 
Wim in his own Reaſon and Conſcience: 
ad if, after this, you have a Mind to 
ear what the Fathers ſay, take care 
ou be not deceived. by the Ambiguity 
any, Word or Expreſſion. Some 
Nords have a great Latitude, and ſome 
=_ e 
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a great Nen in their Siifiction 
and the moſt uſual Senſe of a Word in 
one Age ſometimes differs from what it 
Was in another, For which Reaſon, if 
good Attendance be not given to the 

Scope, Drift, and Deſigu of a Writer, 

"of if you are not well acquainted with 8 
_ the Way of Expreſſion, and Circum- WM 

ſtanees of Things that perhaps were pe. 
ceuliar to the Time in which he lived, WM 
you may often be deceived or impoſe: S 

_ touching his Meaning. 1 
This Letter is grown ver moch lon- 
25 than at fifſt I thought it woule 
bf been, or perhaps 18 neceſſary in 

o plain a Cafe. But fince Fam en E 
this Subject, I eannot but deſire you 
to aſk out learned Adverſary one ver 5 =. 
plain Queſtion, which is this. If it had i 
been tlie conſtant” and univerſally: re- 
| ceiv'd Practice of the Chriſtian Church, 
MM all along from theDays of the Apoſtles, = 
to give unto the Hoff or Holy 'Sacra- 
ment of the Eutharift, the ſame Wor. 
hip that is due to the true God, and 
the game Which the Church of Rπͤʒ Ml 
now gives unto it: What imaginable | 
5 "Octalion could hee be for that Or. 


ll 8 $69) 2 5 | der 


as * _—_— 


Wer of mw mtg in or + hom the 
Pear 1216; (of which I have taken No- 
Wice in my Addreſs, F. 26.) That all 
Prieſts ſhould teach da People reve-- 
$-»:ly to bow when the Hoft ſhould be 

: levated or carried to the Sick? As you 
ray find it ſer down in the Canon- 
q aw, Deoret. Greg. Tit. 41. c. 10. EL 
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I have thus given a Full, and} Ithink,. 
| very ſufficient Anſwer to my Adver- 

Wary's Objections. I beſeech GOD t 
Pring him into the right Way, and to 
Enligbten all our Minds that we may 
Niſcern what is true, and reject all Ex- 
Wor's: N is the heart y det de 55 
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partial Reaſon. Price 6 4. 1 
V. Eternal Salvation the only End and 'Defi:n # 
ol Religion, In à Sermon pieach'd at the Pariſh. © 
Church of St. Warburgh, Nallin, on Sunday Oetob. 5 9 
1714. Price 34. 4 
VI. A plain and eaſy Method, whereby a Man a : 
moderate Capacity may azrive at full Satisfaction in £ 
All Things that concern his everlaſting: Salvation, To 'K 
which» is added, a, Pataphrife' oh St. Athanaſ 15 1 
Cieed. Price 64. 3 
VII. The Rule of Self: 1 che 000 
Fo Way of baniſhing Doubis and Scruples, and diredſ- 
ing the Conſcience in the Satisfactory Fradice of a 1 
Cbrigian Duties. Price 46. „„ 
| VIII. St. Paul's Deſcription of hes own Religion, z 
. opened and explained. Price 44. 1 
IX. De Religionis Chriſtianæ Fundamentalibus «if | 
Lorundem uſu Niſquiſitio brevis; cum een 4 
in qua, ex Principifs in hac Diſquiſitione poſitis vad 
- ſuggettis, ad tres mazimi momenti Queſtiones re 
n : 5 100k Determigatio. Communioni in- 3 
_ fer ar? 5 N multum [quduce : | 
etur, Price RN 
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